
Honouring





Honouring



Honouring –
New Testament

‘timao’

Fix a value or 
worth on 
something



Honouring – Old Testament

‘kabod’
To give 

weight to 
someone



Josephus – first century historian

“honour belongs to consuls, 
governors, priests, village judges 

and prophets”



People gained 
honour from 

….

• Being the son of an important …

• A prince was worth more than a slave. 

• One’s background …

• A Jew was worth more than a Gentile. 

• Someone from Gallilee …

• A religious teacher was …

• Actions could ….

• Praying was recognized to increase ……



Honour could 
be taken …..



Give to everyone what you owe them: If 
you owe taxes, pay taxes; if revenue, 

then revenue; if respect, then respect; if 
honour, then honour.

( Rom 13:1-7 )

https://www.biblestudytools.com/passage/?q=Romans+13:1-7


Let as many servants as are under 
the yoke count their own masters 

worthy of all honour, that the name 
of God and his doctrine be not 

blasphemed 

( 1 Tim 6:1 )

http://www.biblestudytools.com/1-timothy/6-1.html


Honour your father and your 
mother, so that you may live long 
in the land the LORD your God is 

giving you.  

( Exodus 20:12 )

http://www.biblestudytools.com/exodus/20-12.html


that all may honour the Son just as they 
honour the Father. Whoever does not 
honour the Son does not honour the 

Father, who sent him

( John 5:23 )

http://www.biblestudytools.com/john/5-23.html


Be devoted to one another in love. 
Honour one another above 

yourselves

( Rom 12:10 )

http://www.biblestudytools.com/romans/12-10.html


When he noticed how the guests picked the places 
of honour at the table, he told them this parable:

When someone invites you to a wedding feast, do 
not take the place of honour, for a person more 
distinguished than you may have been invited.

( Luke 14:7-8 )

https://www.biblestudytools.com/passage/?q=Luke+14:7-8


Think of those people in your life to 
whom you affix a lot of weight.

The people in your life whose presence 
is weighty and important.



Respect

Respect is 
something we give 

to a person ...

because of their 
nature as a human 
being or the nature 

of their office.



Honour is 
based on …

Who a person is

What somebody has

What somebody has 
accomplished



I honour upwards 
…..

Not downwards



You cannot require 
someone to honour you.

The honouring has to be 
driven by their desire to 
honour you. 



Pride



Esther 3: 1-2
……. King Xerxes honoured Haman ….., elevating him and 
giving him a seat of honour higher than that of all the other 
nobles.

All the royal officials at the king’s gate knelt down and paid 
honour to Haman, for the king had commanded this 
concerning him. 

But Mordecai would not kneel down or pay him honour.



Esther 5: 9

Haman went out that day happy and in high 
spirits. 

But when he saw Mordecai at the king’s gate 
and observed that he neither rose nor showed 

fear in his presence, he was filled with 
rage against Mordecai.



C.S. Lewis describes pride as 

“ruthless, sleepless, unsmiling 
concentration on yourself”



Two Forms of Pride

The superiority form of pride which leads to 
an over focus on yourself, which we 
commonly call pride.

Second is the inferiority form of pride …



Esther 3: 5-6

When Haman saw that Mordecai would not kneel down or 
pay him honour, he was enraged.

Yet having learned who Mordecai’s people were, he scorned 
the idea of killing only Mordecai. 

Instead Haman looked for a way to destroy all Mordecai’s 
people, the Jews, throughout the whole kingdom of Xerxes.



Pride leads to  greater sin

Is pride a problem for you?

Is bitterness and anger a problem for 
you? 

Do you have a problem with feeling 
superior to other people?



Conceited

C.S. Lewis 

“If you think you are not 
conceited – you are very 
conceited.”



4 Ways to 
address pride

•Get closer to Jesus

•Pray more often

•Read your Bible more 
often

•Humble yourself more 
often 



It is really hard to continue to be 
proud when you are regularly 

honouring other people in your life.



Jesus is the King

Jesus is the king who humbled himself so 
that you and I can access to eternal life. 

Jesus is the king who exchanged places with 
us so that we do not pay the price of sin in 
our life.



Indicators – who you are honouring

•What you say about them.

•How you treat them.

•How you think about them.

•How much time you spend with them.



Indicators – who you are honouring

How much time you spend -

➢ studying the Bible 

➢talking to God in prayer

➢ growing your faith

shows me the place of honour Jesus has in your life



Indicators –
who you are 
honouring

•Who you talk about in 
general conversation

•What you do when things 
go wrong

•When things go wrong –
who do you turn to for 
help?



Questions For 
You

• Are there people in your life that 
you have not been honouring 
that you should start to honour?

• Are there people in your life who 
are bad influences on you – and 
you should stop doing things 
that lead you to honour them?

• Have you been a bit like Haman 
and wanted people to honour 
you for the wrong reason?


