“( -
=
\ |

hz

€

=l



~
8 & é}"

w- N 5P Al’ 7 )
" ~I- } o4 b‘b"'\éﬁ

:J'

L V”

A




a) Roman historians
Cornelius Tacitus (born c¢.52AD)

‘the greatest historian...who wrote in the Latin language’ -
Encyclopaedia Brittanica

‘Hence to suppress the rumour, [Emperor Nero] falsely charged the
guild, and punished with the most exquisite tortures, the persons
commonly called Christians, who were hated for their enormities.
Christus, the founder of the name, was put to death by Pontius Pilate,
procurator, of Judea in the reign of Tiberius.’
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Plinius Secundus (Pliny the Younger),
Governor of Bithynia, AD112,

Christians “were in the habit of
meeting on a certain fixed day before it was
light, when they sang...a hymn to Christ as
toa God...’

-Epistles X, 26



Lucian of Samosata (b.AD120),
Greek satirist who targeted Christians

‘The poor wretches have convinced
themselves...that they are going to be
immortal and live for all time, in
consequence of which they despise death

and even willingly give themselves into

custody... Furthermore, their first lawgiver
persuaded them that they are all brothers

* of one another after they have transgressed

once, for all by denying the Greek gods and

by worshipping that crucified sophist

himself and living under his laws.’

-The Passing Perigrinus pp. 11,13




Flavius Josephus (b.AD37),

“About this time there lived Jesus, a wise man /if’
indeed one ought to call him a man/. For he was one
who wrought surprising feats and was a teacher of
such people who accept the truth gladly. He won over
many Jews and many of he Greeks. He was called the
Messiah. When Pilate, upon hearing him accused by
men of the highest standing among us, had condemned
him to be crucified, those who had in the first place
come to love him did not give up their affection for
him. On the third day they reported that he appeared
to them restored to life... /And the tribe of Christians,.
so called after him, has still to this day not
disappeared.”

Antiquities 18:63-65




Mara Bar-Serapion,

Syrian, manuscript preserved in British
Museum, c. AD73:

‘What advantage did the Athenians gain
from putting Socrates to death? Famine and
plague came upon them...What advantage
did the men of Samos gain from burning
Pythagoras? In a moment their land was
covered with sand. What advantage did the
Jews gain from killing their wise King? It
was just after that that their kingdom was
abolished. God justly avenged these three
wise men...’



b) Jewish historians
The Talmud:

‘On the eve of Passover they hanged Yeshu (of Nazareth) and
the herald went before him for forty days saying [he] is going
forth to be stoned in that he hath practiced sorcery and

beguiled and led astray Israel. Let everyone knowing aught in
his defence come and plead for him. But they found naught in

his defence and hanged him on the eve of Passover.’
(Babylonian Sanhedrin 43a)

*Yeshua in Hebrew = Jesus in Greek
‘Hanged (on a cross) just before Passover feast (as Gospel says)

*Accused of sorcery: miracles? (Matthew 9:34)
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Professor C.S. Lewis

You must make your choice. Either
this man was, and is, the Son of God; or
else a madman or something worse.
You can shut Him up for a fool, you
can spit on Him and kill Him as a

demon; or you can fall at his feet and
call Him Lord and God.”



YouTube

* William Lane Craig

* Michael Licona

e Bart Ehrman (against)

* Risen

* James Bond Big Questions Grenville Kent



