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Introduction

• The world is hungry for love, 
acceptance, identity, purpose and 
belonging.  

• God created the family to provide this 
environment for people to flourish in.  

• However, sin & devil have destroyed 
this - so people are left broken and 
seeking for alternatives (Tower of 
Babel).



Household of Faith
• Jesus birthed & empowered the church to 

restore His family (Acts 16:31)
• Sadly, the church has deviated from God’s 

pattern and gone into the world’s 
organisational model

• Man-made model works well but it 
produces bosses/managers and workers 
with a hireling mentality rather than 
fathers & mothers that produce healthy 
families and future generations



Generational Curse

Malachi 4:5-6
5 Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet

Before the coming of the great and dreadful 
day of the Lord.

6 And he will turn the hearts of the fathers 
to the children,

And the hearts of the children to their 
fathers,

Lest I come and strike the earth with a curse.



The Spirit of Elijah Breaks The Curse
• The Old Testament ended with the warning that unless the 

hearts of the fathers are turned to the children and vice versa 
(Mal 4: 5-6), He will strike the land with a curse.  

• The New Testament begins with Jesus revealing the new 
revolutionary concept of Fatherhood & Sonship (Mt 6:9) to 
break the curse and release God’s blessings (Gal 3:13)

• Unless the “inter-generational” relationship is restored in 
church & society, the land will be cursed.  The church must 
model this first to the world as the family concept in society 
has been destroyed.  



Household of Faith Model
• The organisational model produces 

Christians with a servant/slave 
mentality of service 

• The Family of God model produces true 
sons and daughters that have a heart to 
serve and build their family, and values 
relationship above policies and rules, 
and live to honour and please their 
parents. 



Household Of Faith
Galatians 6:10

And let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due 
season we shall reap, if we do not give up. So then, as we 
have opportunity, let us do good to everyone, especially 

to those who are of the household of faith.



Language of Family Used In NT
Romans 8:19

For the earnest expectation of the creation eagerly waits for 
the revealing (manifestation) of the sons of God.

Acts 2:17
‘And it shall come to pass in the last days, says God, That I will 

pour out of My Spirit on all flesh; 
Your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, Your young men 

shall see visions, Your old men shall dream dreams.



Are We About Our Father’s business?

Luke 2:49
And He said to them, “Why did you seek Me? Did you 
not know that I must be about My Father’s business?”



Relationship Based Faith/Righteousness

• Christianity is supposed to be about 
relationship with God and each other – fulfilling 
the 2 greatest commandments of Jesus.  

• We always tell non-Christians that Christianity is 
not about works but relationship (with God & 
man) but we don’t really practise it.  

• It’s not about being task oriented but about 
being fruitful (mechanical vs. organic)



Generation Gap

• That’s why the world and the church continue to suffer the 
generation gap and relationships become functional rather 
than based on God’s love. 

• Genuine people throughout the world (who are intrinsically 
broken) are looking for a family that exudes life, love, 
healing and wholeness, not just programs that entertain us. 



Consumer Church
• Christians have become spiritual 

consumers trying to fill their hearts 
with more tantalising sermons, songs, 
music and programs – but never 
changing

• We are creating a whole generation of 
Christians who are shallow consumers 
running from one church to another, 
just to get the latest and greatest. 



Entertainment Vs Life Changing

• There will be entertainment seekers 
but after a while they will get bored 
and realise that this is eating from the 
tree of good and evil -- looks good 
externally but does not change lives

• We may be able to entertain and retain 
people for a while but when a better 
show comes around they will be gone 
in a puff. 



Itching Ears
2 Timothy 4:3

3 “For the time will come when they will not endure sound 
doctrine, but according to their own desires, because they 

have itching ears, they will heap up for themselves teachers;   
4 and they will turn their ears away from the truth, and be 

turned aside to fables.”



What Are We Building & Passing On?
• Flustered church leaders are forced to run around 

trying their best to please their flock and satisfy 
their unquenchable needs, whilst competing with 
one another.  

• It’s like trying to eat healthy when we have become 
so addicted to fried foods, sugar and MSG.

• Do we change family or surname? What kind of 
church and legacy are we building and passing on? 



What Is Legacy?
• Ecologists tell us that a young tree grows better when 

it's planted in an area with older trees. The reason, it 
seems, is that the roots of the young tree are able to 
follow the pathways created by former trees and 
implant themselves more deeply. 

• Over time, the roots of many trees may actually graft 
themselves to one another, creating an intricate, 
interdependent foundation hidden under the ground. 

• In this way, stronger trees share resources with weaker 
ones so that the whole forest becomes healthier. 





God Started With A Family In Mind
Ephesians 3:14 – 15 

“For this reason I bow my knees to the Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, from whom the whole family in heaven and 

earth is named”



God was revealed as our Father by Jesus 
• In the OT, God was revealed as an 

Almighty God, Provider, Warrior, 
Shepherd, Protector (shield), Light 
(sun), our Righteousness, Healer, 
Strength, etc., but not as our Father.  

• Jesus was the first person to reveal 
God as Father – the Lord’s prayer in 
Mt. 6.  When Jesus called God His 
Father, the religious leaders wanted 
to kill Him. 



Abraham – Father of Many Nations

• Among all the men in the world why was 
Abraham chosen to be the patriarch of Israel (& 
3 world religions)?

• Because he was a good natural & spiritual 
father. Abram (“Exalted Father”) became 
Abraham “Father of Many Families/Nations”. 

• Because God was about to start a whole new 
genealogy where the father would pass down 
his blessings and DNA to future generations



Elijah & Elisha
• The relationship between Elijah 

and Elisha was that of a father and 
son rather than a master and 
disciple.  That’s why Elisha called 
him “my father, my father” (2 
Kings 2:12) when he was taken up.

• In fulfilling his role as a true son 
to Elijah, Elisha received his 
double portion.



Jesus Christ – From Child to Father
For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and 
the government will be on his shoulders. And he 
will be called Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace (Isaiah 9:6). 

The progression is from child to son to father.  
Jesus started as a child, grew and fulfilled His 

role as a Son and has now become our 
everlasting Father, declaring that His sons will do 

greater works



The Full Revelation Of The Fatherhood of 
God Was Brought By His Son

• God the Father Himself confirmed this relationship at the 
baptism of Jesus when He spoke from heaven saying, “This is 
my beloved Son in whom I am well pleased” (Mt. 3:17).   

• He repeated this at the Mount of Transfiguration (Mt. 17:5).  
God didn’t say, “This is my CEO, Servant, Prophet, Apostle, 
General or Bishop, etc” – He used the term SON for the first 
time

• Jesus taught us to pray to the Father in the Son’s Name



Apostle Paul Restores Father/Son 
Model

Paul manifested the whole concept of Fatherhood 
and Sonship in his relationship with Timothy, Silas, 
Titus, Onesimus, Aquila & Priscilla and many others

1 Corinthians 4:15
For though you might have ten thousand 

instructors in Christ, yet you do not have many 
fathers; for in Christ Jesus I have begotten you 

through the gospel.



What Are The True Criteria For Success For 
The Church?

• Big numbers?
• Wealth $?
• Missions oriented?
• Socially minded
• Building for God a 

big healthy family? 
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