
CAN A THINKING PERSON

BELIEVE IN GOD? 



Evidence FOR

1. Futility of atheism 

2. Design 

3. Fine tuning

4. Cosmology 

5. Consciousness

6. Personal experience

7. Predictions

Evidence AGAINST

1. Suffering

2. Intolerance

3. Dumb rules 

4. Believers 



Physicist Brian Greene

You and I are nothing but constellations of particles 
whose behaviour is fully governed by physical law.  Our 
choices are the result of particles coursing one way or 
another through our brains.  Our actions are the result of 
our particles moving this way or that through our bodies.  
And all particle motion – whether in a brain, a body, or a 
baseball – is controlled by physics and so is fully dictated 
by mathematical decree… [and] by the non-negotiable 
and insensate laws of physics, which determine the 
structure and function of everything that exists. We are 
no more than playthings knocked to and fro by the 
dispassionate rules of the cosmos. 

Brian Greene, Until the End of Time: Mind, Matter, and 
Our Search for Meaning in an Evolving Universe (London: 
Penguin, 2021) 



Why do Sherlock’s 
thoughts work?



1. The content of one 
thought causes the 
content of the next, 
and so on. 



2.  His train of thought 
follows rules of logic. 



3.  His thoughts can be 
true or false about 
things in the world. 



4.  His thoughts 
happen in one mind.



5.  He can do 
science. 



6.  His thoughts are 
reliable.



7. He’s not on drugs. 



Claim: Dan Brown has scientist Sir Isaac 
Newton as head the Priory of Sion.

FACT:   Newton spent 42 years researching 
ancient prophecies.

“The design of God…gave…the Prophecies of the Old 
Testament…that after they were fulfilled they might be 
interpreted by the event, and his own Providence…be then 
manifested thereby to the world. For the event of things 
predicted many ages before, will then be a convincing 
argument that the world is governed by providence.” 

Observations Upon the Prophecies of Daniel and the Apocalypse of St. John, pp. 251-252



THE PROPHECY



Know…and understand, that from 
the going forth of the command to 
restore and rebuild Jerusalem until 
Messiah the Prince, there shall be 
seven weeks and sixty-two weeks…
And after the sixty-two weeks Messiah
shall be cut off, but not for Himself; 
And the people of the prince who 
is to come shall destroy the city 
and the sanctuary. 

Daniel 9:25-26



JErUSALEM 539BC
The city has been smashed by the armies of Babylon…



BABYLON 605BC
Daniel, a young nobleman, has been captured in 
the first siege of Jerusalem and taken to Babylon



BABYLON 605BC
His gifted mind has gained him a position in 

the king’s palace 



BABYLON 605BC
He prays about his home city of Jerusalem and 

receives a vision about its future 



The Prophecy Prediction…
…came true…



Question 1

Did Daniel cheat by writing after the events?



THE DEAD SEA SCROLLS AT QUMRAN
A Dead Sea Scrolls manuscript fragment 

(4QFlor) includes Daniel 11:32 and 12:10, 
at least 150BC (150+ years before)



1 MACCABEES
Daniel is mentioned in the Jewish 

historical work of 1 Maccabees 
(2:29,60) written 134-104BC



The SEPTUAGINT (LXX)
Daniel’s book appears in the Septuagint 
(LXX), the Greek translation of the Old 

Testament date to c.250BC



ALEXANDER THE GREAT
The historian Flavius Josephus records 

that Alexander the Great read the book 
of Daniel in 333BC, dating Daniel’s 

book to before 333BC



Question 2

Are you quoting selectively?

No.  Study Daniel’s work. 



Question 3

Is it just a matter of interpretation? 

Can many meanings be read in here?  
No, the wording is exact:

I. Spells out the city

II. Mentions a starting date confirmed by 
history

III. Gives an exact time period

IV. Describes the death of the Messiah

V. And the destruction of Jerusalem and its 
temple



So what ?
This evidence suggests:
I. That there is some kind of personal God 

who is intelligent enough to know the 
future

II. That this God is not distant and 
uninvolved, but cares enough to offer this 
type of guidance to the human race

III. That this God is involved with Jesus Christ, 
and that his life and death are important 
events to the human race. 



Extra information:

The ‘weeks’ of years mean seven-year periods. 

‘For six years sow your fields, and for six years prune your vineyards and gather their crops. 
But in the seventh year the land is to have a Sabbath of rest, a Sabbath to the LORD. 
Do not sow your fields or prune your vineyards. Do not reap what grows of itself or 
harvest the grapes of your untended vines. The land is to have a year of rest. 
Whatever the land yields during the Sabbath year will be food for you -- for yourself, 
your manservant and maidservant, and the hired worker and temporary resident who 
live among you, as well as for your livestock and the wild animals in your land. 
Whatever the land produces may be eaten.’ 
Leviticus 25:3-13

‘The 7 and 62 weeks are understood as 69 seven-year periods.’  
-Josh McDowell, Evidence That Demands A Verdict, volume 1, London: Thomas Nelson, 1979, 
p.170.



Do Jews recognise Jesus as messiah?



‘if he were truly the Messiah he should not have 
died in the first place!’ 

“…not only were the biblical prophecies 
foretelling the dawn of world peace and political 
harmony unfulfilled, quite the opposite occurred -
Jews lost sovereignty over the land of Israel, the 
temple was destroyed, and exile and suffering 
became the mark of their collective condition.” 

Jesus was ‘just another martyred Jew who was 
killed by the Romans for political insurrection.’

-Rabbi Yechiel Eckstein, What Christians Should Know About Jews and 
Judaism, p. 261-262 



Yet the Jewish prophet Daniel 9 
predicts exactly these things

• Many prophecies speak of Messiah as a king who 
brings peace to the whole world (e.g. Psalm 72) 

• Other prophecies speak of Messiah suffering and 
dying (e.g. Isaiah 53) 

• Contradiction?  Or consistent picture: Messiah 
comes and dies on his first visit, but then comes 
back later to rule. This is what Christians believe 
about Jesus. 



For the human heart
• God has a plan to help our human condition

• God hates sin and the effect it has on us

• He decided to take the problem onto his shoulders

• Jesus personally accepted the guilt of sinners like us and paid their debt

• Daniel said he would be cut off (killed) but not for himself. 

• Jesus died for the human sin problem

• Jesus died to give us freedom from guilt, and to bring in “everlasting 

righteousness” - goodness that last forever


