
It’s Great
To Serve!



Matthew 19:28
Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, at the renewal of all 
things, when the Son of Man sits on his glorious throne, 
you who have followed me will also sit on twelve 
thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.



Matthew 20:20–28
Then the mother of Zebedee’s sons came to Jesus with 
her sons and, kneeling down, asked a favor of him. 
21“What is it you want?” he asked. 
She said, “Grant that one of these two sons of mine may 
sit at your right and the other at your left in your 
kingdom.” 
22“You don’t know what you are asking,” Jesus said to 
them. “Can you drink the cup I am going to drink?” 
“We can,” they answered.



Matthew 20:20–28
23Jesus said to them, “You will indeed drink from my cup, 
but to sit at my right or left is not for me to grant. These 
places belong to those for whom they have been 
prepared by my Father.” 
24When the ten heard about this, they were indignant 
with the two brothers. 25Jesus called them together and 
said, “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over 
them, and their high officials exercise authority over 
them. 



Matthew 20:20–28
26Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become 
great among you must be your servant, 27and whoever 
wants to be first must be your slave—28just as the Son of 
Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to 
give his life as a ransom for many.”



Aligning our pursuit of 
greatness to Jesus’ idea of 
greatness.
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1. Striving for greatness 
is a universal desire.

“The human spirit has a built-in 
push to greatness. Like corks 
held under water, persons have 
an impulse to bob to the top.”

John C. Purdy



2. Looking into the 
interest of others.



Philippians 2:3–7
Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. 
Rather, in humility value others above yourselves, 4not 
looking to your own interests but each of you to the 
interests of the others.



Philippians 2:3–7
5In your relationships with one another, have the same 
mindset as Christ Jesus: 
      6Who, being in very nature God, 
         did not consider equality with God something to 
be used to his own advantage; 
      7rather, he made himself nothing 
         by taking the very nature of a servant, 
         being made in human likeness.
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2. Looking into the 
interest of others.

Not doing everything the other 
person asks but doing what is in 
the best interest of the other 
person.
Helping to see things from the 
point of view of others.
Jesus’ incarnation is a model for 
us.
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Questions to ask:
1. Am I serving or being served 
each time we gather as church?
2. Has ministry become 
something I do rather than 
people I serve?
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What is ministry?

Keeping the community attentive to God.
Eugene Peterson



3. A model to inculcate.

Questions to ask:
1. Am I serving or being served 
each time we gather as church?
2. Has ministry become 
something I do rather than 
people I served?
3. How can I serve others?



Aligning our pursuit of 
greatness to Jesus’ idea of 
greatness.

Do you need to change your pursuit?


