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Workplace evangelism
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Bourke Street Christian Outreach 

to Muslims Saturdays)
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Melbourne Conferences for Ethnic 
Evangelism

ÅòNot only is there a 
need to evangelize and 
plant healthy growing 
churches among these 
ônationsõ in Melbourne, 
but also [to] encourage 
these churches in 
partnership with the 
Australian church to 
reach out to their 
nation back home.ó

Mission and Evangelism in all its forms

ðChurch planting

ðStreet evangelism

ðFriendship 
evangelism

ðTentmaking

ðEtc.

ÅInterserve

ÅWEC

ÅMECO

ÅOM

ÅOMF

ÅCMS

ÅSIM

ÅEtc.
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How are Christians Engaging 
with Islam?

Dialogue
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Dialogue

Å1960s->: The Age of Dialogue:

ÅDialogue on religious experience 

ÅDialogue for conflict resolution

ÅDialogue on social concerns 

ÅDialogue among religious leaders

ÅDialogue among scholars
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WCC Dialogue
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CCBI Recommended action for 
Christians

ÅMake an effort to meet adherents of 
other faiths: neighbours, work colleagues, 
parents of childrenõs school friends
ÅContact a local inter -faith group
ÅChristian clergy should provide counselling 

support to adherents of other faiths in 
times of crisis
ÅClergy should get to know religious leaders 

of other faith communities personally and 
involve these leaders in matters pertaining 
to the whole community
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CCBI Recommended action for 
Christians

ÅCooperate in matters of common cause: 
racial harassment, drug abuse, inadequate 
housing
ÅProvide assistance to other faith 

communities to procure worship facilities, 
and freedom to observe dress codes, 
dietary restrictions, etc.
ÅAddress the issue of access to public 

broadcasting by other faith communities
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CCBI Recommended action for 
Christians

ÅBeware of linking Christianity with 
underlying racist attitudes.  Religious 
argument can be used as a cover for 
racial prejudice.
ÅRethink attitudes concerning religious 

education in schools 
ÅRevise Sunday school materials to 

eliminate attitudes seemingly critical 
of other faiths
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CCBI Recommended action for 
Christians

ÅPromote studies of world faiths and inter -
faith relations at tertiary levels
ÅPray for people of other faiths
ÅPray with people of other faiths
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Dialogue on Religious 
Experience

ÅAndrew Wingate 
reporting on Christian -
Muslim dialogue in 
Birmingham
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Christian - Muslim Dialogue
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Christian - Muslim Dialogue
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Dialogue: Conversation 
Starters

ÅCreation, Sin and the Fall

ÅProphets

ÅOpposition to decadence in society

ÅThe transcendence of God

ÅFasting

ÅPrayer

ÅAbraham, Isaac and Ishmael

ÅLove



26/07/2016

5

7/26/2016 Prof P G Riddell 25

Dialogue: Conversation 
Stoppers

ÅGodõs desire to be known

ÅThe Trinity

ÅJesus, the Son of God

ÅThe Holy Spirit

ÅThe status of Muhammad

ÅThe assurance of salvation

ÅA personal relationship with God

ÅThe status of the Qurõan
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Dialogue on Social Concerns

ÅAim of òFaith and 
Poweró Conference, 
November 1997, 
London Institute 
for Contemporary 
Christianity

Åòto reflect on areas 
of public life in 
which Christians and 
Muslims seek to work 
out the social and 
political implications 
of their faith in an 
increasingly secular 
society in Britain 
today.ó
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Dialogue for Conflict Resolution and 
Reconciliation
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WCC Encounter Youth 
Exchange Project

Åòto promote a better understanding of, and 
to work towards reconciliation between, 
Christians, Jews and Muslims by offering 
young people an opportunity for encounter 
by way of educational exchange visits 
between the Holy Land and England.ó

How are Christians Engaging 
with Islam?

ADVOCACY
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Saudi Arabia

ÅòSources in Saudi Arabia and India report 
the arrest of an Indian Catholic Christian 
in Riyadh. George Joseph é was arrested 
on June 25th [2000] ... He was on his way 
back from a worship service conducted by 
an underground Catholic church. At the 
time of his arrest he carried a video 
cassette with him of a Christian gathering 
in which between 700 -800 people 
participated.ó

32

West Bank

ÅòA Roman Catholic parish school and a Protestant 
Bible-study centre in the West Bank have been 
fire -bombed twice since the Islamist Hamas 
movement won a legislative election in January 
2006, according to Christian clerics in the 
regioné In other recent incidents, a Protestant 
Bible-study centre in the town of Bir -Zeit near 
Ramallah was attacked, and phrases from the 
Qurõan were daubed on its doors. Windows in a 
Lutheran church in Ramallah were also shattered 
by unknown assailants.ó 

Evangelical Lutheran Church of Hope, Ramallah

33

Kenya

Åòa brutal raid on a Christian radio station in 
Nairobi, Radio Hope, left one person dead 
and three injured overnight on 12 May 
2006. The editorial management of the 
Pentecostal Church -owned radio blamed 
the raid on Muslim extremists. It 
immediately followed a Swahili -language 
broadcast entitled òJesus is the wayó, 
advocating conversion of Muslims to 
Christianity.ó

34

Pakistan

ÅChristian inmate Mobeen Boota beaten on offering his 
prayers in Kasur Jailé òI was praying in my cell. Some 
Muslim prisoners came there and started é abusing me 
[and] passed desecrating remarks about Christianity. 
Before this occurrence Muslim prisoners and some of 
jail staff members used [to] force me to convert into 
IslaméI refused them many times. Meanwhile Chief of 
the jail staff é asked about the matter. Muslim 
prisoners falsely told the chief [that] I abused them. 
Chief took me away abused me and tortured meéAt 
about midnight the Assistant Superintendent of the 
jail é along with deputy Superintendent é and Head 
Warden came there and started beating meé

35

Malaysia

ÅLetter from a concerned non -Muslim 
mother: òI was shocked and disturbed to 
find out that the secondary school syllabus 
for Islamic Education (Pendidikan Islam) 
includes learning how to deal with 
apostates é For example, under the 
heading Ways of Dealing with Apostates , 
the following precepts are given: ô(a) 
Advise and persuade the offender to 
repent and return to Islam (b) To impose a 
death sentence.õ

Issues arising from these 
case studies
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Issues arising

ÅInstitutional persecution (state 
involvement)
ÅConstitutional role in 

discrimination/persecution
ÅPersecution directed against 

individuals and organisation
ÅNo distinction between Christian 

denominations

38

Issues arising

ÅTheological and scriptural 
justification for persecution
ÅCulture: honour/shame factors
ÅLegal factors at work
ÅSense of entitlement
ÅTaking advantage of cult of silence
ÅVulnerability of Christians: easy 

targets/scapegoats
ÅEducation at work in vilification

39

Issues arising

ÅChristians prevented from 
worshipping in Saudi A.
ÅChristians targeted for sharing their 

faith in Muslim lands
ÅChristians disadvantaged by Shariõa 

provisions for inheritance and 
custody
ÅMBBs targeted for being apostates

40

Issues arising

ÅChristians harassed for being 
Christian
ÅMuslim children indoctrinated with 

harsh attitudes to apostates
ÅMuslim solidarity to harass Christians 

in the UK

41

Issues arising

ÅThese case studies point to a 
widespread culture of ambivalence
towards, and in some cases hostility
towards, Christian minorities in 
Muslim countries.

What can Christians do 
about it?
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Christian Advocacy

ÅBarnabas Fund
ÅChristian Solidarity Worldwide
ÅMiddle East Concern
ÅWorldWatch Monitor
ÅReligious Liberty Monitoring & Prayer 

Bulletin (Elizabeth Kendal, 
http://elizabethkendal.blogspot.co.nz/)

ÅEtc.

44

What can Christians do 
about it?

¶They can support human rights groups engaged 
in advocacy on behalf of Christian minorities 
experiencing discrimination: Barnabas Fund, 
Middle East Concern, Christian Solidarity 
Worldwide, HART -Australasia etc.;

¶They can express support through letters to 
newspapers, politicians etc. for the full 
implementation in Muslim countries of the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
provision relating to religious freedom;

45

What can Christians do 
about it?

¶They can sensitively discuss these 
issues with individual Muslim friends, 
neighbours, work colleagues etc., 
urging them to take up such matters 
with Muslim representative bodies
¶They can encourage their churches to 

engage in dialogue on these issues 
with local mosques and Islamic 
centres

46

What can Christians do 
about it?

¶They can bring these issues to the 
attention of their local churches for 
action through prayer, support for 
missions outreach, etc.
¶Help persecuted churches to develop 

a theology of suffering (perhaps by 
sending theology lecturers to their 
theol. colleges)

Prayer points for churches

48

Prayer points for churches

There is much to pray for:
ÅThat a sense of Christian ummawill 

motivate the Western church (not just 
evangelicals) to stand by Christian 
minorities overseas
ÅThat the increasing dialogue activities in 

the West will be used to engage with the 
difficult issues and challenges, not just the 
easy ones
ÅThat Christian mission in Muslim areas will 

serve to strengthen, not undermine, the 
local church

http://elizabethkendal.blogspot.co.nz/
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with Islam?

DEBATES
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Muslim Polemics and Christian 
Responses

ÅWhat about other methods of asking 
those hard questions of the other?

ÅWhat about defensive apologetics? 

ÅAnd even more confrontational debate?
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Maurice Bucailleõs The Bible, 
The Qurõan and Science

ÅIs another favourite among Muslim 
polemicists: òMatthewõs phantasms, the flat 
contradictions between Gospels, the 
improbabilities, the incompatibilities with 
modern scientific data, the successive 
distortions of the text ðall these things add 
up to the fact that the Gospels contain 
chapters and passages that are the sole 
produce of the human imagination.ó
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Izhar -ul-Haq (Truth Revealed). 
Contradictions and Errors in the 

Biblical Text
ÅòThe gradual realisation of the distortions 

present in a number of their holy books is 
bound to lead the Christians, sooner or later, 
to admit to the truth of the fact that the 
greater part of the Judeo -Christian 
Scriptures have undergone great changes and 
distortions. We have shown that the 
Christians do not possess any authentic 
records or acceptable arguments for the 
authenticity of the books of either the Old 
Testament or the New Testament.ó
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Muslim Polemics and Christian 
Responses

ÅMuslim student 
tract from 
Sheffield:

ÅòTo propagate the 
Gospel, it in its present 
form is as dangerous 
and irresponsible as 
handing out any 
harmful, addictive 
substance, for error 
delights its followers 
and the consequences 
are eternaléó
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Muslim Polemics and Christian 
Responses

ÅThe periodical 
of Young 
Muslims UK, 
Trends , quoting 
19th century 
British convert 
to Islam, 
Abdullah 
Quilliam

ÅòThe fruits of 
Christianity are é 
drunkenness, gambling 
and prostitutionó.
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The Face of Radical Islam in 
Britain
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Debate
ÅJay Smith: òPaulõs premise for dialoguing was 

not simply to learn from others, and from 
there to compromise his beliefs in order to 
evolve another set of beliefs.  He knew this 
would bring about syncretism é he sought to 
prove what he said (Acts 17:3). He marshaled 
arguments to support his case, provided 
evidence, and therefore engaged in argument 
... His job was to persuade [his hearers] of 
the truth of the gospel.  What they did with 
that truth was then their own responsibility.ó
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Debate

ÅòToday it is the radical Muslims who are 
attacking our Christian foundations more 
vociferously and more comprehensively 
than any other Muslim group. Their passion 
is amazing, even impressive, though 
misguided. It does no good to dismiss them 
as simply irrelevant extremists, 
representing a small minority of Muslims. 
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Debate

ÅThe statistics é show that 
they are growing in numbers 
and ability, and prepared to 
die for what they believe, and 
take as many as possible with 
them é Christians cannot 
wish them away é Some of us 
will have to stand our ground 
and confront them, publicly, 
face -to -face, in debate if 
need beéó

Jay Smithôs debates
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Bernie Powerôs Melbourne 

debates
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Bernie Powerôs Melbourne 

debates
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Samuel Greenôs debates
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A Comprehensive Biblical Response to Islam 
in the West?

Further Reading

Azumah & Riddell Riddell
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My blog

ÅReligion & Society

Åhttp://peterriddell.blogspot.com.au/
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Forthcoming intensive course

ÅChristian Ministry in Islamic Contexts

ÅFor credit or audit

Å22 - 26 Aug, 26 ï28 Sep

ÅDr Richard Shumack

ÅDirector, MST Arthur Jeffery Centre for 

the Study of Islam
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